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Nevada Commission on Postsecondary Education

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING

December 20, 2012

The Commission on Postsecondary Education will conduct a quarterly meeting on February 4, 2013, commencing at 8:30am, at the locations listed below via videoconferencing:

Nevada Department of Education Boardroom
Nevada Department of Education Boardroom

9890 South Maryland Parkway Suite 221
700 East Fifth Street

Las Vegas, NV 89183
Carson City, NV 89701

The Commission may take items out of order; combine two or more items for consideration; remove an item from the agenda; or, delay discussion on any item.  The Commission will take public comment at the beginning and end of this meeting and may allow public comment after conclusion of any contested case or quasi judicial proceedings that may affect the due process rights of an individual.  The Commission will limit public comment five minutes.  Written submissions will be considered.  While there will be no restriction on comments based on viewpoint, repetitive comments will be limited.
AGENDA

General Business


1.
Call to Order
Informational

2.
Public Comment
Informational

3.
Open Meeting Compliance
Informational


4.
Roll Call
Informational

5.
Adoption of Agenda
For possible action

6.
Approval of Minutes
For possible action

7.
Administrator’s Report
Informational
Applicants for Provisional Licensure (New school applications for initial licensure)

8.
Assist to Succeed Winnemucca
For possible action
  9.
Chan International School of Dealing 
For possible action

10.
CRI Counter Terrorism School
For possible action

11.
Elko Nevada School of Dental Assisting
For possible action
12.
Eagle Gate College
For possible action
13.
Golpa Dental Assistant School
For possible action
14.
L Makeup Agency & Institute
For possible action
15.
M Staff Solutions & Training
For possible action
16.
National School of Dental Assisting
For possible action
Comments

17.
Commission
Informational
18.
Public Comment
Informational
Adjournment

 

This agenda was mailed to groups and individuals as requested and posted at the following locations:

Commission on Postsecondary Education, 3663 East Sunset Road, Suite 202, Las Vegas, NV

Nevada Department of Education, 700 East Fifth Street, Carson City, NV

Elko County Library, 720 Court St., Elko, NV
Goldfield Public Library, Corner of Crook and Fourth, Goldfield, NV 

Notice: Members of the public who require special accommodations or assistance at the meeting are requested to notify the Commission on Postsecondary in writing at 3663 East Sunset Road, Suite 202, Las Vegas, Nevada 89120, or by calling 702-486-7330, or via E-Mail to bshanteler@cpe.state.nv.us.  Please notify the agency no later than 10 working days prior to the meeting to allow time to secure any necessary equipment or provisions prior to the meeting. 

MINUTES OF THE COMMISSION ON POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION

February 4, 2013
CALL TO ORDER
The meeting, held at the Nevada Department of Education in both Carson City and Las Vegas, Nevada (via video conferencing), was called to order by Chairwoman North at approximately 8:30a.m. Mr. Perlman certified compliance with the Open Meeting Law.  Chairwoman North requested a roll call and Ms. Shanteler complied.  A quorum was present. 

PUBLIC COMMENT

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT
Commissioner North, Chair

Commissioner Clark

Commissioner Cook

Commissioner Frederick

Commissioner Lynch

Commissioner Russell

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT
Commissioner Fralick*
*Note:  Commissioner Fralick was appointed the Friday before this meeting and did not know in time to attend.

STAFF IN ATTENDANCE
Mr. David Perlman, Administrator

Ms. Bonnie Shanteler, Compliance Audit Investigator

Mr. Robert Whitney, Deputy Attorney General

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE
See attached sheet

AGENDA
Motion to approve by Commissioner Cook, seconded by Commissioner Russell.  Unanimous.
MINUTES
Motion to approve by Commissioner Cook, seconded by Commissioner Lynch.  Unanimous.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT
Mr. Perlman’s report was accepted.  Mr. Perlman added that the joint money committee hearing was scheduled for February 21, 2013, and that several budgetary BDR’s were listed as notes in the budget even though they were not yet listed in the bill section.  
PROVISIONAL LICENSURE

Assist to Succeed Winnemucca
Testified:
Dr. Rick Grant
Discussion:
Dr. Grant introduced himself and stated his training program was ten weeks in length and would be limited to a maximum of ten students per class.  He said the training was geared toward helping people get a start in their careers.  Classes would be conducted on Saturdays and the last session would be front office.  Students would be prepared to take national certification testing.  Commissioner Russell asked who would be the instructor and what would happen if a student missed a class.  Dr. Grant stated he would be the lead instructor but had several others who would be hired once the school started.  He said that students could not miss more than two classes as that would constitute failing.  Commissioner Frederick asked how many dentists were in Winnemucca and would he provide assistance to a student who failed the national exam.  Dr. Grant replied there were seven dentists in Winnemucca and that he would help students if they did not pass the national exam. Commissioner Lynch as to how students would be able to finance the cost of the program and Dr. Grant stated he would encourage students to get a consumer loan but would consider half at the start of the program and half at the midway point.  Commissioner Lynch expressed her concern that students needed to know upfront the risks of going in debt for education and suggested financial counseling be available to prospective students.  Commissioner Cook asked if the school was accredited and Dr. Grant responded that it was not.

Motion:
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1That a 12-month provisional license be granted to Assist to Succeed Winnemucca to offer their Dental Assistant program.
By:
Commissioner Russell 
Second:
Commissioner Cook
Result:
Unanimous
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Chan International School of Gaming
Testified:
Mr. Jeffrey Bollman
Discussion:
Mr. Bollman introduced himself and asked that the school name be corrected to Chan International School of Gaming.  He stated that the school would offer short term training in table games which would prepare students to audition for local casinos.  Commissioner Russell questioned Mr. Bollman’s experience in gaming and he responded that he would be managing the school, not teaching.  He stated there were two instructors with gaming experience.  Chairwoman North questioned the high number of students projected for the first year’s enrollment, stating that the school would be competing with other existing gaming schools and that employment was still declining.  She asked if he had done any market research and what the plans were to attract the necessary number of students.  Mr. Bollman replied that he had not done market research but had been in contact with numerous local casinos that agreed to audition the students.  Commissioner Lynch asked if the necessary equipment was on hand and Mr. Bollman stated it was and if approved, they could start training today.  Commissioner Lynch stated there was unemployed dealers who would be competing for work and questioned the cost of the training and if financial aid was available.  Mr. Bollman stated that the courses were priced to be affordable and that they did not have any financial aid available.  He stated that tracking payments would be timely and students would have to pay at the start of the program.  Commissioner Lynch asked if students would be screed prior to enrollment and Mr. Bollman stated he would screen students for aptitude and personal skills and that students would be assessed during the training for interpersonal skills.  Commissioner Russell questioned the differences in program costs and Mr. Bollman stated that some programs had more rules to learn which took longer in the classroom.  Commissioner Russell asked who would the program be marketed to and Mr. Bollman replied that the school was centered in an area with hundreds of homes and initially they would target those who were located nearest to the school. 

Motion:
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1That a 12-month provisional license be granted to Chan International School of Gaming to offer table games.
By:
Commissioner Lynch
Second:
Commissioner Frederick
Result:
Unanimous.

CRI Counter Terrorism School
Testified:
Mr. Duron Benbenisty, Ms. Christine Benbenisty
Discussion:
Mr. Benbenisty introduced himself and stated he had been offering security training to businesses for the past nine years and wanted to expand to the general public and pursue approval to train veterans.  Commissioner Russell asked if they had been licensed to operate and Mr. Perlman stated they had been exempt because the training was offered to other businesses.  Commissioner Lynch asked Mr. Benbenisty to explain the screening process and he replied that students would have to pass a background check which included Interpol for foreign students.  Commissioner Lynch asked how students would be placed and Mr. Benbenisty stated that many security companies were hiring for overseas positions and that his training program was widely recognized and accepted.  He explained that individuals he trained would look for employment when the firm they were working for lost its federal contract and that those who had completed his training program were readily accepted.  Commissioner Frederick asked if he had any relationship with local law enforcement academies and Mr. Benbenisty replied that his training program was different from the basic law enforcement training taught at the academies.  He stated he is trying to partner with the law enforcement academy in Tennessee and hoped to do the same with Nevada law enforcement academies.  Commissioner Cook asked if they did POST training and Mr. Benbenisty replied they did not but would consider it in the future.

Motion:
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1That a 12-month provisional license be granted to CRI Counter Terrorism Training School to offer Counter Terrorism – Israeli Method; Krav Haganah Instructor; and Professional Bodyguard/PSD Operator training programs, contingent upon receipt of surety in the amount of $60,000.
By:
Commissioner Cook
Second:
Commissioner Russell
Result:
Unanimous.
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Eaglegate College
Testified:
Mr. Buck Garrett 
Discussion:
Mr. Garrett introduced himself and provided a brief overview of the college, stating it successfully operated in several other states.  Commissioner Cook asked if the programs listed for approval were operating successfully at other locations and Mr. Garrett replied that they were.  He stated that the programs were accredited by the Accrediting Commission for Independent Colleges and Schools.   Commissioner Clark asked what the placement rates were for the programs in other states and Mr. Garrett stated they were about 70 per cent.  He told the Commissioner s that market studies supported similar rates in Nevada.
Motion:
That a 12-month provisional license be granted to the Eagle Gate College to their Associate of Science in Criminal Justice; Associate in Paralegal; and diploma programs in Medical Assisting, Medical Billing & Coding, Executive Office Assistant and Personal Fitness Trainer, contingent upon receipt of instructor and facility information and surety in the amount of $202,000.
By:
Commissioner Cook
Second:
Commissioner Clark
Result:
Unanimous.

Elko School of Dental Assisting
Testified:
Dr. Craig Chamberlain, Ms. Julie Overson

Discussion:
Dr. Chamberlain introduced himself and stated his program was similar to the Assist to Succeed programs already approved by the Commission.  He told the Commissioners he has been working as a dentist for more than 16 years and has trained many individuals to be dental assistants.  He stated that he has contacted other dentists in the area and that they were willing to accept his students as externs.   He said he would be teaching the clinical portion and Ms. Overson would teach the rest.  Commissioner 
Clark asked if he would be able to place 60 graduates a year in the Elko area and Ms. Overson replied that there was a high turnover rate in the business and that graduates could also apply in other cities and states.  She continued that Elko is growing and that there were eight to ten dentists with staffs of six or more.  She stated that part of the training was to monitor and improve interpersonal skills which would help students not only in the job but during the interview process.  Commissioner Frederick questioned what a student would do if they had to miss a class since they had a 100 percent attendance policy.  Ms. Overson stated that she would work with students who had to miss class because of illness or emergencies with make-up sessions.  Commissioner Lynch asked what the impact would be financially if they were unable to enroll 60 students.  Ms. Overson stated that the facility was part of the dental office and that she was not taking a salary.  Enrollment less than forecast would not impact their ability to stay solvent.  Dr. Chamberlain stated he was providing additional financial support.  Commissioner Lynch asked how Ms. Overson could teach, be a dental assistant and serve as the school’s director and Dr. Chamberlain replied that his office staff would be assisting. Commissioner Clark asked if they had any experience in managing a school such as maintaining records, transcripts and compliance with state regulations.  Ms. Overson stated she had worked in an office environment, maintaining patient records and felt she could transfer those skills.  Commissioner Lynch asked how they would be able to handle student complaints and Dr. Chamberlain stated he had adequate staff to assist.  Commissioner Lynch reiterated that running a school is different and suggested they consult with staff or others to ensure success.  

Motion:
That a 12-month provisional license be granted to the Elko Nevada School of Dental Assisting to offer their Dental Assisting program, contingent upon receipt of a $28,000 surety bond.
By:
Commissioner Russell 
:
Commissioner Cook
Result:
Unanimous.

L Makeup Academy
Testified:
Ms. Lissette Waugh, Mr. Kyle Waugh
Discussion:
Mr. Waugh introduced himself and told the Commissioners that the objective of the training program was to prepare students for careers in make-up artistry.  He said there were jobs available in retail sales and the motion picture industry, to name a few.  Commissioner Cook asked where students could find employment and if federal funding would be available.  Mr. Waugh stated that there was a demand for trained make-up artists in retail, motion pictures and bridal.  He said his program would qualify for federal financial aid and that he had started the accreditation process.  Commissioner Russell asked if cosmetic products were included with the tuition and Mr. Waugh stated that students were provided kits with all the necessary items as part of the tuition, but the kit items were broken out for the purpose of refunds.  Chairwoman North asked if the “other income” listed in the budget estimate was for cosmetic products and Mr. Waugh indicated it was.  Commissioner Clark asked under what authority had previous been provided and Mr. Waugh stated the workshops were under licensure from the city of Las Vegas.  Commissioner Clark asked if he had any experience in running a school, ensuring it operated in compliance with regulations.  Mr. Waugh replied he did, that records would be stored in locked cabinets, students would be assessed at specific points of the training and provided remedial training if needed.  He stated he was seeking accreditation from the National Accrediting Commission for Cosmetology.
 Motion:
That a 12-month provisional license be granted to the L Makeup Agency & Institute  to offer The Journey – Master Makeup Artistry and Becoming A Makeup Artist – Introduction to Makeup Artistry programs, contingent upon receipt of surety in the amount of $87,000.
By:
Commissioner Clark
Second:
Commissioner Cook
Result:
Unanimous.
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M Staff Solutions and Training
Testified:
Ms. Maria Novello
Discussion:
Ms. Novello introduced herself and stated her background as a small business owner.  She stated she had been training employees of other businesses and wanted to expand to the general public.  Commissioner Cook asked for an overview of the Theology program and expressed concern, since it was different from the computer programs.  Ms. Novello stated that there was a need for individuals with knowledge of biblical studies, according to the Department of Labor statistics.  She stated it was a non-denominational introductory program designed to help with employment for individuals who had higher education but needed theology to work in churches.  Mr. Perlman stated that regulations stated that legitimate educational opportunities could not be prohibited.  Commissioner Frederick stated that many of the high end computer programs appeared to be older versions and asked if Ms. Novello planned to teach newer versions.  Ms. Novello stated that she would be offering the most current versions as updated by Microsoft.  Chairwoman North stated that the financial statement was more than 12 months old and Ms. Novello stated that she had applied several months earlier but had postponed having it heard until now.  Chairwoman North said that she needed to provide an updated financial statement to staff.   
Motion:
That a 12-month provisional license be granted to M Staff Solutions & Training to offer Medical Billing & Coding, Theology and Computer Software Applications, contingent upon receipt of surety in the amount of $10,000.
By:
Commissioner Russell
Second:
Commissioner Clark
Result:
Unanimous.

National School of Dental Assisting

Testified:
Ms. Becky Coltra

Discussion:
Ms. Coltra introduced herself and stated that the training program was similar to others but included an externship.  She said that the school planned to hire a career counselor and would help find extern sites for students.  She told the Commissioners that the maximum class size would be six students and that they can offer federal financial aid for military spouses and workforce investment as well as in-house financing.  Commissioner Clark asked where the school would be located and Ms. Coltra stated they had signed an agreement with Dr. Springer, a dentist in Carson City on Hot Springs Road, to use the facility on weekends.  Commissioner Lynch asked who would pay for consumables used by the students and Ms. Coltra stated the school would pay for those items used by the students.  Commissioner Lynch asked Ms. Coltra about her role at the school and for information pertaining to the school’s operation.  Ms. Coltra stated she would be the school’s director and planned to store records at the main campus in Colorado, but would make any records needed for review available.  She stated that even though enrollment took place online, she would be available to assist students.  Perspective students would have to call her for any additional information.  Commissioner Cook asked what her experience was at Western Nevada Community College and she responded that she was an EMT instructor.  Commissioner Russell asked if she would be paid for her work and for an explanation of the extern portion of the program.  Ms. Coltra stated she was already on the payroll and that students would be encouraged to locate a dentist.  She indicated that her role would be to help students with the confidence to seek employment and represent themselves well during interviews.  Commissioner Cook asked about the relationship between the Colorado and Nevada schools and asked how the parent school would monitor the training in Nevada.  Ms. Coltra stated that the parent school maintains a copy of student files and monitors quality of instruction.  Chairwoman North asked if the school was accredited and Ms. Coltra said no.  Commissioner Clark asked if they would be seeking accreditation in the future and Ms. Coltra stated their goal was to meet Nevada standards and not seek accreditation or federal loan programs.  Commissioner Clark asked who set the standards for the program and specifically how those standards would be met.  Ms. Coltra stated that passing rates, graduation rates and placement would be reviewed to ensure the program was taught to the proper standards.  She added that they were going to hire a career counselor to help boost employment rates.  She stated this was done at both the Colorado and Texas schools with great success.  Commissioner Lynch asked if the parent school in Colorado provided any administrative help and Ms. Coltra stated they provided publications and did the bookkeeping as well as career counseling and hiring the instructors.  Commissioner Frederick asked what the placement rate was for the Arizona school and Ms. Contra said she did not have that information. 

 Motion:
That a 12-month provisional license be granted to the National School of Dental Assisting to offer their Dental Assisting program, contingent upon receipt of a $21,000 surety bond and facility information.
By:
Commissioner Cook
Second:
Commissioner Clark
Result:
Unanimous.

COMMISSION COMMENT

Commissioner Lynch welcomed Commissioner Frederick to the Commission and each Commissioner echoed the welcome..

PUBLIC COMMENT
None.

ADJOURNMENT
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